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Trump evokes moments of both 
bipartisanship and division

In what ended up being a record-
breaking speech, President Donald 
Trump pivoted from policy wins to 
partisan punches to special guest 
acknowledgments, all while doing 
what he does best: invigorating 

his base as he seeks to stir up 
opposition from Democrats. 

His address lasted just under 
one hour and 50 minutes, making 
it the longest State of the Union 
address in presidential history. It 
was even longer than his one-hour-
and-39-minute joint address to 
Congress last March, then marking 

the longest presidential address to 
lawmakers in recent history.

The president touched on almost 
every policy area he was expected 
to, winding from immigration to 
the economy to crime and foreign 
affairs. Through it all, Trump 
sought to paint a clear picture 
differentiating Republicans from 

Democrats. 
The president asked members to 

stand several times to show their 
support for certain policies, such 
as immigration. When Democrats 
refused to stand or applaud, Trump 
admonished them. 

By Cami Mondeaux
Deseret News
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See Bridget Lancaster & Julia 
Collin Davison from America’s Test 
Kitchen on PBS, Friday & Saturday!

‘Mormon 
moment’ 
isn’t about 
religion
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In a recent cover story 
in New York magazine, 
Bridget Read wrote: 
“America is in the middle 
of a second Mormon 
Moment.”

Mariya Manzhos says 
the so-called “moment” 
has little to do with the 
faith itself.

Don’t 
miss:

New poll shows approval rating for Utah governor and Legislature

Gov. Spencer Cox remains popular 
but polarizing in the state of Utah 
even as he gains popularity for 
his message of depolarization on 
the national stage, a new Deseret 

News/Hinckley Institute of Politics poll found. 
After a sharp decline in Democratic support 

between 2023 and 2025, the governor behind 
“Disagree Better” settled into a steady positive 
approval rating of 52% over the past year, 
driven by consistently favorable views among 
Republicans. 

The deepening partisan divide in approval 
coincided with Cox collaborating more closely 
with President Donald Trump. This newfound 
relationship appears to be delivering White 
House wins for the state of Utah even as it 
alienates some Utahns. 

“It’s diff  icult to f ind a balance when your key 
message is depolarization, but you live entirely 
in a polarized political environment,” said Jason 

Perry, the director of the Hinckley Institute of 
Politics at the University of Utah. 

Despite the contentious climate, Cox 
continues to enjoy a positive net approval rating 
of 13 percentage points, with 52% of Utah voters 
saying they approve or strongly approve of his 
performance and 39% saying they disapprove. 

The largest share of Utah voters, making 
up one-third, “somewhat approve” of the way 
Cox is performing his job, while 19% “strongly 
approve,” 19% “somewhat disapprove,” 20% 
“strongly disapprove” and 10% “don’t know.”

Cox and Trump 
The survey has a margin of error of plus or 

minus 4 percentage points for the full sample 
of 769 registered Utah voters. The approval 
rating for the Republican governor tells a fuller 
story when broken down by self-identif ied party 
aff  iliation and ideological orientation. 

Seven in 10 Utah Republicans approve of Cox’s 
performance and 23% disapprove. Meanwhile, 
28% of Democrats approve and 67% disapprove. 
Cox also has a net-negative rating among 

independents, with 38% approving and 46% 
disapproving. 

The poll was conducted by Morning Consult 
at the exact midpoint of the 2026 legislative 
session, between Feb. 11-14. So far Cox has 
weighed in publicly on issues of immigration, 
critical minerals, oil production and Big Tech. 

But it also comes as Cox cashes in on his 
burgeoning friendship with Trump. 

Prior to the 2024 election cycle, Cox had 
resisted associating himself with Trump’s GOP. 
That changed after the assassination attempt in 
Butler, Pennsylvania, when Cox sent Trump a 
private letter of support and pledged his vote. 

Since then, Cox has balanced his reputation 
as a national spokesperson for healthy political 
dialogue — a role that grew dramatically after 
the assassination of Charlie Kirk in Utah — with 
his mindset as a team player in the second Trump 
term.

“Politics has become more and more divided,” 
Perry told the Deseret News. “Democrats liked 
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By Brigham Tomco
Deseret News

‘Disagree 
Better’ 
brand tested

Tess Crowley, Deseret News
Gov. Spencer Cox waves to the crowd after his 2026 State of the State address in the House chamber at the Capitol in Salt Lake City on Jan. 22.

Eric McCandless, Disney
Whitney Leavitt and her 
dancing partner, Mark 
Ballas.
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